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I REMARKS 

V ng 
Rev. Dr. HUSSE X's 
«Paſtoral Letter, 
By one of the PEOPLE. 


Moſt Reverend Sir, 


A SINGULAR performance has lately made its ap: 


pearance in the capital, ſtiliag itſelf, A Paſtoral 


Letter, &c. by the right reverend Dr. Huſſey; a cu - 
rious medly of politics and religion, whoſe object, 


if it bas any determined one, cannot eaſily be 
diſcerned. The induſtry with which it is circulated 


in the metropolis, evinces views, different from 
the avowed deſign of conveying admonitions to 


Four dioceſan clergy; you charge them 0 avoid 

| political interferences, as unworthy the miniſters of 
him whoſe kingdom is not of this world; at the 
ſame moment that you plunge over head and cars 
into politics! and you hold this language to per- 
ſons who cannot but know how you have buſtled 


in politics in the former part of your life. It ſeems 


as if it were reſerved for biſhops only to meddle in 
temporal concerns. Good gentlemen, God bleſs 
them, they ſeem to enjoy leiſure enough to amuſe 
themſelves a little that way, and to gratify their 
friends at the Caſtle, by adminiſtring clerical opiates 
to a ſuffering people, to rock into apathy and ſer- 


vile ſubjection their believing flocks. TWO of 


your colleagues have already diſtinguiſhed them- 


ſelves in this /audable career; I hope they have 
been honoured with a gracious ſmile and fquecze 
of the hand. If we cannot applaud your pru- 


| denee, we, muſt admire your courage, in ſending 


forth your bulls at this critical and awful time, as 


Fau call it, when the ſtouteft bulls of Rome have 
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ments you pay your peculiar tenets; ſome indul- 


4 1 
1 : 
5 2 85 


- | 


l *. 
4 


* ” 
68 a: «4 N 


ence is due to ſelf-love and intereſt in thoſe puf. 
Il days ; whether a placeman boaſts the excellen- 
cy of our glorious conſtitution,. or Packwood pro- 
claims the incomparable new invented razor-ſtrop. 


You extol, page 5, the valour of the Catholic 4 


ſoldier; be it ſo; the religion of Rome is favour- 


able to courage; yet the Pope's ſoldiers made no 


very brilliant figure of late; nor have the moſt 


Catholic Spaniards done much honour to your aſ- 
ſertions, with all the ſaints, not excepting Santa 
Trinidad, in their train. Your aſſertions would ap- 
Þ to Mahometaniſm as well as to your own per- 


* ; 


aſion; ſince you lay the whole ſtreſs on belief, 


28 oppoſed to unbelief. You ſee, Sir, all your fine 


- | aſſertions are deſtitute of any foundation in fact; 
Crſar was a notorious unbeliever, as were ſome 
of the moſt intrepid warriors of ancient and my: 
dern times. The dread of Hell and the Devil x. 
be more apt to intimidate, 5 than, the bope 
d encourage the foldier (as far 


egven as Tt X / 
| OS, that kind influence that order 4. in) 


unleſs he be quite ſure; of the juſtice: of his % 
which is @ taſk ſomewhat difficult for a com 
Lee and abſolutely Vp of ſalvation; ; W 5 . 
would argue great pre tion in a man, W 
muſt believe p the paucity of, the cle&, and he 
ad rably ering multitude of the damned: - 
For these reaſons, the abſolution previous to bastle 
has beet - diſcontinued i in the _ armies, It 
was judged. inex eee to, fill the mind of the fol- 


dier wit the gloomy apprehenſio 5 of a doubtful ©. 
turity, at the moment of Akrses ing danger. 


obibition of mixing politics an the ſublime 


eavenly mazims of the Catholic religion; you 
aſſert, that they have no connexion, the one re- 
gards the tranſitory affairs of this world, the other 


the eternal Wa of t the world to come, 80 your 


15 the next paragraph, page 6, 15 repeat the 


E 1 
religion only teaches us how to manage the affairs 
of the kingdom come; it does not interfere in our 
tranſitory concerns, as men or citizens ; it does not 
interfere with temporals; when it gives law to 
the kitchens and ſtomachs of the faithful by its 
lents and faſts, which in many countries prove a 
| heavy tax; when it gives laws to the marriage con- 
tract, when it interdicts induſtry by its holidays, 
when it ordains by prieſtly authority the payment 
of the tenth ſheaf & gorn and th tenth pig, 
when it attempts to Heprive man of the benefits 
of ſociety by its cenares; are all theſe very cor- 
poreal things metamdrpboſed into ſpiritual, by a 
new kind of tranſubſtantiation. The fine palaces, 
eſtates, the princely revenues of my lords the arch, 
and prince biſhops, and popes, which they ac- 
quired by the lucrative trathe of ſwopping the ſpi- 
ritual ſublime wares of holy church, for the pe- 
riſhable goods of this earth, gold and filver, and 
ſuch droſs, very imps of Mammon. Whence 
gomes it, that holy church has been ſo fond of ac- 
cumulating theſe vile and dangerous metals in their 
houſes and churches? You further advance, that 
he Catholic religion is ſuitable to all fornis of go- 
verament, monarchies or republics, ariſtocracies 
or democracies, deſpotie or popular governments, 
What you condemn in religion, you approve in 
politics; a latitudinarian indifference with regard 
to all forms of government, not excepting the 
worſt. This is the ſevereſt caluniny I have read 
this time paſt againſt your faith; if it Inſpire indif- 
ference with regard to ſyſtems of government, con- 
ſequently of laws and morals, it muſt make bad 
citizens; governments exert a powerful influence 
on the morals and character of a people, by their 
maxims, their laws, and their example; they poſ- 
Teſs the means of coercion and ſeduction, they 
preſide over faſhion, - they wield the efficacious 
engines of rewards and puniſhments; it is much 
in their hands to make virtue or vice, knowledge 
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or ignorance, miſery or happineſs predominant ; 
the religion that can inſpire indifference towards 
theſe great odjects, is not from God; the religion 
that is divine, connects all men in the bonds of fra- 
ternal love; it recommends them to each other's 
care and protection, it commands them to be one 
in affection and intereſt, to ſympathize with, to 
ſuccour and aid each other, as I limbs of one 
body, not only in religious matters, but in 
temporals likewiſe. Could a nation compoſed of 
ſuch men be indifferent with regard to their com- 
mon intereſts as a nation? Cayld they behold with 
equal approbation, an ufurpyr, a deſpotic tyrant; 
whoſe revenue laws were a ſyſtem of plunder, ruin- 
ing the induſtrious by exceſſive taxes, to pamper 
and enrich the idle, the profligate, the venal, with 
their ſpoils; whoſe civil laws were acts of ven- 
geance, dictated by hatred, fury, or folly; whoſe 
adminiſtration was vexatious oppreſſion; who thin- 
ned the population by the ſword of unjuſt warfare, 
ruined commerce, ſtarved manufaciurers, and 
plunged hie nation into the gulph of . 
and anſwered the complaints of a ſuffering people 
with military executions, tranſportation, and the 
Baſtile! The church that could countenance ſuch 
meaſures, and preach obedience to ſuch a govern- 
ment, is not ſuitable to a popular, or republican, 
or free government of any kind. That it ſuits 
ps governments I ſhall grant you, but it would 
diſſolve a commonwealth, by deſtroying public 
ſpirit, by detaching the minds of men from all con- 
£59 for their common intereſts and common wel- 
are. 2 85 e oe 
Me may take your word for its ſuitableneſs to 
the intereſts and views of deſpotiſm; alike hoſtile 
to freedom, the ſecular tyrant can reach no far- 
ther 'than the external manifeſtation of thought, 
by puniſhing ſpeech, writing, or action; but the 
more dangerous ſpiritual tyrant, intrudes with fa- 
crilegious violence into the very ſanctuary of mind, 
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chains down its divine energies, and binds it in 
the ignominious ſhackles of ſuperſtitious terrors. 
Once man is compelled to renounce the right of 
private judgment-and free enquiry, and to profti- 
tute his realou at the feet of a preſumptuous clerical 
pedantry, (that would pronounce its deciſions on 
every thing with a confidence proportioned to us 
ignorance,) the aſs is ready bridled and ſaddled, 
mounted by the ſpiritual jockey, the lay tyrant 
need but ſhake hands with the jockey, and leap in- 
| 8 the ſaddle. Church and ſtate love to ride dou- 
e. | | 
Page 4, you aſſert the claim of an independant 
authority and juriſdiction, in what you call the 
church over the faithful in all ſpiritual matters. 
What may not ececleſiaſtical ambition and avarice 
valify as ſpiritual ? They can ſpiritualize the groſ- 
eſt ſubjects in nature, gold, corn, hay, pigs, 
houſes, for they have got ſacred treaſures, holy 
golden images, holy houſes; they have contrived to 
draw ſome of the moſt important epochs and func- 
tions of man within the vortex of their juriſdiction, 
births, marriages, wills, the conjugal duties, &c. &c. 
But the two authorities you aſſert, are like parallel 
lines in mathematics, that can never touch each 
other. How comes it then, that we ſee church 
and ſtate almoſt every where connected ? That cler- 
gymen are ſo fond of promoting this alliance? Are 
not the two powers blended in the head of your 
church, and in many prince biſhops, aud prince 
abbots? At the moment you pronounce this eternal 
divorce between your parallel powers, you do your- 
ſelf interfere with an object of civil policy, in a 
manner that does you no credit. © Remonſtrate 
with any parent, who will be ſo criminal as to ex- 
| Poſe his offspring to thoſe places of education, 
where his religious faith or morals are likely to be 
perverted. It he will not attend to your remon-* 
ſtrances, refuſe him the participation of Chriſt's bo- 
dy; if he ſhould ſtill continue obſtiuate, denounce ' 


ff 


un .. . 


— 20 


6 


him to the church, in order that, according to 


Chriſt's commandment, he be conſidered as a hea- 
then or a pub lican “. e eee 

Is this no improper interſerence with parental 
and civil authority? You preſume, under pain of 
excommunication, to prefcribe where the youth 
ſhall, or ſhall not, be ſent for education. It 4 


be preſumed that parents, in your dioceſe, were no 


hereto'ore in the habit of ſending their children for 
education to places of ill fame, or noted for diſſo- 
late morals; what then can be the —— of your 
anathematizing mandate? What are thoſe places 


where religious faith and morals are endangered? 


What elſe but ſchools, frequented by Proteſtant 


children, or kept by Proteſtant ſchoolmaſters ? 


Moſt reverend Sir, is this procedure liberal? Is it 
candid? Is it honeſt to paſs an oblique cenſure of 
unmorality on Proteſtant ſeminaries in geveral ? 
The public, Sir, will not be perſuaded, that they 
are in general leſs attentive- to -propriety of beha- 
viour, elegance of manners, or leſs careful to in- 


ſtil the ſound principles of Chriſtian piety, and 


moral integrity, than teachers of your own com - 
munion. They are not in the habits of puzzli 


youth with controverſy, they do not meddle wit 
the peculiar tenets that diſtinguiſh the ſect; that 
_ talk is properly reſerved for the parents and clergy, 
or ſuch as they depute to that effect. It is an au- 
dacious enroachment on the rights of parents 


and of civil ſociety, to diate the place or mode 
of education, by threatening your anathemas ; 


| is an inſidious attempt to ſow diſunion, and re- 


indle the dying embers of religioũs diſtruſt and 
diſſention, eſpecially when coupled with your other 
anathema againſt any Catholic ſoldier (on the ſame 
principle, and inconfiſtency againſt any Catholic 
whatſoever) who ſhall preſume to enter a Proteſtant 
church.” What muſt be the feelings of Proteſtants 
on peruſing your libe] ? What mult be their indig- 


nation or pity, when they fee this flunſy ſtring 
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of contradictory aſſertions, deſtitute of fact or ar- 
gument, as ſuperficial as they are aſſuming, dic- 
. tated by a ſpirit the very reverſe of Chriſtian cha- 
rity, extolled and circulated through fix editious ? 
Muſt not they conclude, that all the late profeſſi- „ 

ons of liberality on the part of the Catholic 
were deluſive; that the ſame intolerant rancour © 
ſtill ſours the breaſt of Iriſh Catholics, Oh! much 
injured Ulſter | Theſe are the friends, for whom 
vou ſmart under the laſh of martial law and out- 
lawry, it was for thoſe flaves of every petty med- 
dling pontiff, that you rejected with diſdain your 
ſhare of power, of monopdly, of aſcendancy, and 
the carte blanche, which enabled you to make 
your own terms with the reiguing faction, on con- 
dition of abandoning your very liberal Catholic bre- 
thren. What preteace can juſtify this preſump- 
tuous and novel ſtride of clerical deſpotiſm ? The 
danger to morals; fie on you, Sir, Catholics will 
not receive. ſuch unfounded unchriſtian accuſation 
againſt their Proteſtant brethren; they know that, 
in thoſe countries, where Catholics and Proteſtants 
live intermingled, are educated together, and 
blended by alliances, by the intercourſe of buſi- 
neſs, pleaſure, &c. there is more of ſolid learning, 
vital religion, induſtry, morals, &c. than in the 
countries where your hierarchy reigns to the ex- 
eluſion of all other ſects, ns of liberal ſcience 
and improvement of every kind. Compare the 
north of Germany with the ſouth thereof, or with 
Spain and Italy; compare Denmark, and Sweden, 
and Holland, with Poland and the Auſtrian ſtates; 
compare England, Scotland, or Switzerland, &c. 
J need not tell you, the ſtate of religion and mo- 
rals in Spain, Italy and Portugal ; they may be ve- 
ry. orthodox, that is to ſay, very ſubmiſſive to the 
. prieſthood. If religion confiſts in beſtowing im- 
menſe wealth and power on that all-graſping order, 
in proſtrating their conſciences and reaſon under 
their feet, in building magnificent churches and 


. 
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8 for them, and filling chem wich gold and 


yer ſaints, relies, pictures, &c. If piety conſiſts 
in ſhew and parade, in pompous ceremonies, in 
theatrical . proceſſions, formalities, pil- 
1 to the graves or bones of this and that 
aint, bowings, kneclings, flattering male and fe- 
male ſaints, with a long catalogue of obſervances 
of days and meats, aud other precepts of men; 
then they are moſt Catholic, moſt Chriſtian, moſt 
what you pleaſe; as for their morals, interrogate 
the ſtiletto, ciciſbeiſm, the Spaniſh faudango, &c. 
compare with theſe the Catholics of Great Britain, or 
the north of Germany, and of feveral parts of 
Ireland, you will hardly deny, that the ſuperiority 
is greatly on the fide of the latter; they have a 
more manly exalted ſenſe of religion, with a far 
leſs mixture of ſuperltit.on ; and if religion is to 
be judged by us fruits, a very fair teſt, aud what our 
. Saviour delivered in the Goſpel (by their. fruits ye 
ſhall know them) and the fruus are dignified mo- 
rals, extenſive (benevolence, unconfined by ſecta- 
rian prejudice. , The Catholic who lives intermixed 
with the Proteſtant, on terms of friendſhip and cor- 
dial intercourſe, is, beyond all compariſon, ſupe- 
rior in all theſe reſpects, to the intolerant aſeen- 
dancy Catholie of Spain or Italy. France may 
be inſtanced as an exception againſt theſe obſerva- 
tions; but it furniſhes a freſh argument in point. 
She reapcd the benefit of the emulation of various 
ſe ds, before the expulſion of the-Proteſtants, ad- 
vaniages which counterbalanced the ravages ſome- 
tima occaſioned by the feuds of bigotry. After their 


impolitic expulſion, the effect ſtill continued in 


part, and the freedom of thought, which was re- 


fuſed by her laws, was granted by her manners. 


The Preſbyterians of France were the moſt learn- 
ed of the moſt learned Proteſtant ſect, their zeal 
was equal to. their learning, and their morals were 
ſtrict and unimpeachable; the taſk; of combating 


ſuch formidable adverſaries, rouſed the French 


litical fituation, as a depreſſed appendage of 
| hevghty jealous power, who employed all its induf- 


Feaſting, after they cxtinguiſhed the fight of their 
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univerſities and prelates to emulate, in ſome de- 


gree, their frugal manners, their zeal, and their 

diligence, in every kind of ſtudy, To this emu- 
lation France was indebted for her Fenalons, Boſ- 
ſuets, &c. &c. From the nature of things, it is ne- 
ceſlary it ſhould ever be ſo. Monopoly is as per- 
nicious to religion, as it is to commerce, arts, or 
any other human purſuit ; without emulation and 
freedom, they languiſh and degenerate. If the ſame 


8 , cauſes have not fully produced the ſame cfleQs a- 


mong us, it is becauſe their influence was imped- 
ed by the operation of other cauſes, by our ag 
- 


try to foment diſunion, to employ one ſect to cruſh 
the other. England deprived us of commerce, 


arts, and manufaQures; ſhe did worſe, ſhe de- 


prived the Catholic of every incuement to induſ- 


try, by n - Ban the poſſeſſion of fixed or 


immoveable poſſeſſion, by cramping his operations, 


and rendering his acquiſitions inſecure; ſhe de- 
| wet him of colleges, and every reſource of li- 


Dcral education, thus ſhe left us all the rancour of 


religious bigotry, further inflamed by political ani- 


molity, without the benefits of emulation, in the 


career of learning, and the arts. This compulſo 


barbarization of the Catholic, reafed-on the Pro- 
teſtant ſeminary and clergy. Security inſpiied by 
their confidence in the efficacy of thoſe barbarizing 
penal laws, deviſed to diſable their antagoniſts, 
morally and n delivered them into the 


arms of voluptuous indolence, not unlike the Phi- 


liſtines, who gave themſelves up to revelling and 


— 


invincible adverſ:ry, Whenever that Infernal ſyſ- 
tem of miſgoverpment ſhall be reformed, the ad- 
vantages of a variety of opinions will be confpicu- 


dus herc, as every where elſe. The gcod <fcas 


of educating children of different perfyaſious in 


che fame ſchool, have been already experienced 


* „ 
* 
. 


: „ 3 
even in this country. Nothing tends fo eſſec ually 
to blunt the edge of religious animoſity, as the fa- 
miliar intercourſe of that tender age, fo full of 
charming ſenfibility, and free from ſuſpicion ang 
- diſtruſt; a fellowſhip of {tudy, and common . 
in that ſuſceptible candid age, ſoon obliterates the 

averſion imbibed from early impreſſions againſt the 
perſous of a pcople, whoſe faith has furniſhed to- 
pics of abuſe. Habits of intimacy thus early form- 
ed, are the moſt durable, and often lay a foundati- 

on for laſting iriendſhips ; maturer years ſhill teach, 

| that difference of opinions en matters conſeſſedly 

incomprehenfitle, ſhould not occaſion a breach of 
7 Rename. EE: © 5 

I believe the Catholics of Ireland are, in à great 
meaſure, indebted to the ſilent but powerful opera- 
tion of that ſimple cauſe, for the conceſſions lately 
obtained, and that harmony, union, freedom, and 
every public and private bleſlirg, canrot fail to be 
furthered by the continuance of this ancient uſage 

or privilege, which you will. What right bas any 
vals meddling prieſt to ſtep out of the line of his 
duty to ſtop this ſource of national union, and give 
the devil a cheap bargain of ſuch as obey the firſt 
of duties, and exereiſe a natural right of providing 
for the education of their children to the beſt of 
the knowledge and means? Where does he find 
à precedent for his inquifitorial mandates? Not in 
the New 'Icſtament, or in the primitive church. 
Some of the greateſt f the fathers frequented the 
| _ ſchools of Gentile philoſophers, without any detri- 
q mienit to their faith or morals, Chryſoſtom, Paſil, 
| Origin, Fc. The uſage was common, in thoſe days. 
St. Paul was permitted by the Greek philoſophers 
to harangue their pupils on religion. We do not 
find he ordered his converts to withdraw from theſe 
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ſchools. | 1 | 1 * 
We can eaſily comprehend why à ſhepherd 
| ſhould be anxious left he loſe his ſheep, becauſe he 
' would loſe a flecce and a-carcaſe at ſame time; and 
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alſo, why a politic prieſt ſhould affect vaſt zeal for 
- orthodoxy, becauſe. it is the cheapeſt mode of pur- 


cCehabing popularity; becauſe it coſts far leſs to write 


z fanatical Paſtoral Leiter, than to fulfil the duties 
of an evangelical teacher, in all humility, ſelf 
denial, charity, if the government of the paſſions, 


in meckneſs, &c. in ſhewing a bright pattern of the 


Goſpel virtues in his life and converſation. To 
fulfil thoſe duties, would require ſerious efforts, 
unremitting attention and perfeverence, Whether 
you have been the good ſhepherd in other parts, _ 
ſat thoſe that knew you tell; there are thoſe who 
knew you to their ſorrow. Poor O'Leary is not the 
only man who was the victim of your temper and 
your paſſions. It did not argue much of that liber- 
ality which you attempt to define, or of chriſtian 
charity, to aſſaſſinate the character of an aged and 
meretorious brother clergyman, by anonimous 
aragraphs in the public prints, in the face of a cen- 
Forions and deriding public, of a different perfua- 
tion, to whom your ſquabbles, and charitable infi- 
nuations againſt a Ei prieſt afforded more fun 
than edification. Even if the imputed infirmities 
really belonged to the man, was it becoming in a 
brother prieſt to publiſh them to the world, and 
rob him of that character, on which his eſtimation 
with the world, and his wig exiftence depended ? 
But if they were falſe and malicious flander(O'Leary 
was then upwards of fifty, and though he ſhould 
have loſt all regard to the obligation of his vows, 
&c. he had a conſiderable portion of well earned 
ſame to ſupport.) I cannot find words in any lan- 
guage ſtrong enough to expreſs my indignation at 
ſuch black treachery.. A certain lady who kept a 
boarding ſchool, 4 3 perſon with whom you made 
contracts in the name of the ambaſlador, whoſe 
| Chaplain you were, complain hard of want of inte- 
grity, and of deſpotic rigoury, Catholics are to be 
fung into the jaws of Satan for preſuming to eter 
a place of worſhip belonging to another perſcaſion. 


D 

This is another ftretch of clerical deſpotiſm, if poſ- 
fible more inſidious and deteſtable than the other. 
You aſſign fome ſhadow of an argument to juſtif 


this ſtrange innovation; you ſay, it is baſe, hypocrily . 


to profeſs one faith externally,. and believe another 


ney. Granted. What then? Why, to be 
king into a moſque is making a profeſſion 


ſure, wa 
of the Mahometan faith; all the Engliſh and Iriſh 


Proteſtants who travel on the continent, are ſad 
/ ron according to your logie; they generally 


viſit a great number of catholic churches, and not 
unfrequently attend ſervice in them; they are great 
hypocrites, for they croud your chapels on charity 
ſermon days, and their contributions on theſe occa- 


ions generally exceed, at leaſt in this city, thoſe of 


the catholics themſelves. The latter diſcover no 
' hereſy in Proteſtant gold. The catholics and pro- 
teſtants of Getmany are deſperate hypocrites, for 
they reſort each others churches on particular oc- 
caſions, and in ſome places the fame church ſerves 


both perſuaſions. The altar is at one end, and the 


communion table at the other. They have told 


me, that as they ſerve the ſame'God, believe in the 


fame redemption, hope for the ſame ſalvation, they 


cannot he condemned for offering up their adora- 


tion in the ſame temple; that if they differ in ſome - 


thing they agree in many more, as well as in 
theiyintentions and object, even in the moſt ma- 
terial points of faith and worſhip ; that for the reſt, 


- chriftian charity commanded them to bear with 


each other's weakneſſes. and infirmities; they al- 
wy examples, and not irrelevant ones, from the 
Ola 


and New Teſtament. In the temple of Jeruſas 


lem, the different Jewiſh ſects were free to offer their 


victims and their prayers. The ſadducee, as well 


as the phariſee ; yet the difference of opini6n was 


3 a 


not triiffing; among other things, the ſadducees 


denied the reſurrection and immortality of the ſoul. 
Chriſt ſaw this toleration ; did he condemn it? On 
the cgntrary, he fortified and extended it. Prithee, 
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read the parable of the good Samaritan; under fa- 
vour of this toleration, Chriſt and his diſciplcs, 
though teaching doctrines very offenſive to the Jews, 
Was not excluded from the temple, nor did he ex- 
clude himſelf or his followers from communicating 


in prayers and worſhip with the diſciples of Moſes ; 


nay, he foretold his own followers, that they would 
be expelled the ſynagogues, among other grievous 
bardſhips, they were to ſuffer on his account. Nay, 
after the reſurrection and aſcention, when the new 
law ſuperſeded the old, and the Apoſtles declared 
the latter aboliſhed, the chriſtians did not ſcruple to 
725 occaſionally in worſhip and prayer with the 
EWS. f - - 
St. Paul, according to the Rev. DoQor, ' was a 
notorious hypocrite, who many years after the abo- 
lition of Judaiſm, nrade a vow agrecably to the law s 
of Moſes, and returned\toJeruſalem to fulfil it publicly 
in the temple; nay more, he does not condemn a 
chriſtian for walking into a Heathen temple, and 
eating meats. offered to idols; but he expreſly an! 
repeatedly condemns the diſtinction of meats and 
days, as vain and frivolous, * aſſerting that as 
- God created all forts of meat for the uſe of man, to 
be taken with thankſgiving, they are equally good 
and innoxious on all days. In the high flight of your 
newly acquired pontifical power, and fraught J ſup- 
poſe with the maxims of Portugueſe liberality, you. 
diſdain the examples and authority of ſcripture; the 
| precedent of the beſt ages of the church, and uſage 
immemorial. Believe me, good Sir, theſe things 
will not go down now a days; they might anſver . 
in the age of Gregory the ſeventh. People now 
venture to think a little for themſelves; they begin 
to ſee, that revelation was given them as rational 
beings, not to extinguiſh or impriſon their under- 
8 but to improve their hearts, and enlighten 


their minds. That it is only by reaſon, and a free 


and diligent exerciſe thereof, they can apprehend 
its meaning, examine its proofs, comprehend its 
ES oy : . PO: RY 
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abject, ſcope, and utility; and diſcriminate its 
doctrines from all other opinions that would paſs 
for the word of God. They conceive that truth - 
has nothing to dread from the firifteſt inveſtigati- 
on; that to ſhrink from enquiry, argues conſcions . 
weaknefs of the cauſe; that the filence or extindti!- 
on of reaſon can only favour errors and impoſture, 
as the darkneſs of night favours thieves and pick- 
. pockets; that if reaſon has nothing to do with reli- 
gion, it would be fitter for irrational creatures than 
or us. ; $775 $6 . „ 1 
* They alſo ſuſpect, that the infallible dium of 
1 the elergy vel only to cover their ignorance, and 
1 ſubjugate their hearers. It has given us no ſpeci- 
(| men of ſuperior abilities or wiſdom; it has made no 
additions to our ſtore of natural or revealed know- 
ledge; it has not even ventured to give an infalli- 
ble tranſlation of the Bible; this taſk was left to 
fallible men, who poſſeſſed no other advantages 
than the lights of criticiſm, and the knowledge of 
languages; the dictum was content always to ap- 
prove the moſt faulty, and condemn the moſt cor- 
rect (e. g. the vulgate; with all its errors, was pro- 
Pee orthodox; if ſo, errors and miſtakes are 
orthodox! aye, but this is myſtery). It has not ex- 
plored the receſſes of the human heart, nor ana- 
lyzed the facultics, the paſſions, appetites, and in- 
ſtints of the human mind; yet a knowledge of 
thoſe things would be neceſſary to perſons pretend- 
ing the cure of fouls. What would you think of a 
phyſician who never ſtudied anatomy or pathology, 
de' It has not unfolded the grandeur and beauty 
of the moral ſyſtem, nor revealed to us the moral 
laws, and their harmony with political and religi- 
ous duties; it has not made religion more intelligi— 
ble, more amiable, more efficacious to us, poor falli- 
ble mortals; whatever has been done in all theſe 
ways, has been accompliſhed by fallible indi- 
viduals, who not puffed up, or rendered flothful 
by arrogant claims to a quality incompatible witn 
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bur preſent condition at leaſt, if not with the very 
nature of limited beings, exerted diligently whate- 
ver faculties they received, in the inveſtigation of 
truth, and the communication of uſetul knowledge. 
Theſe modeſt men have been the lights of the 
world. 5 FO. 7 
What on the other band have the infallibles a- 
um chieved for us? Juſt this much; they interpoſcd, 
"ke a thick gloomy cloud, between the celcltial 
light of reaſon and us; they weighed down and 
ſirangled the } uman faculties like a night-marc; 
they waged incellant war againſt ſcieuce ; Gallilco, 
Virgilius, Copernicus, &e. felt the weight of 1lcir 
* tyranny; if ſome fortunate circumſtances did not 
opportunely counteract the meptal deſpotiſin claim- 
ed by the infallibles, Furope had ſtill been plung- 
ed in the darkeſt night of ignorance. and fſuperſii- 
tion; it would have been in a worſe condition thau 
Spain and Portugal are now. From enlightened 
Europe a few ſolitary rays of knowledge ſometime 
illumes the gloom of the mental korizon in them 
| benighted lands, and ſcares the ſcreetch-owls of 
'- ſuperſtition; but from univerſal darkneſs notl:ing 
3 but ſpeares and hideous goblins could iſſue. 
Strange to tell, that infallibility could not fee the 
tendency of its own meaſures; that by over-ſtrain- 
ing its claims, it was undermining its own founda- 
tion; by claiming the cognizance of all human opi- 
nions, it expoſed itſelf to the hazard of detection; 
it dragged aſtronomy, chymiſtry, and geography to 
its inquilitorial bar; and crammed its Baſtiles with 
the refractory philoſophers, who durſt appeal io the © 
evidence of their ſenſes, and oppoſe mathematical 
demonſtration. to clerical authority; it abhorred 
the doctrine of Antipodes, rotunduy of the carth, 
and the Copernican ſyſtem, doubtleſs becauſe they 
. overturneU the baſeleſs narrow ſyſtem in which the 
human mind- was fettered, apd removed the veil 
which concealed the immenſty and ſtupendous 
magnificence of the univerſe from, our eyes, and 


made the clerical ſyſtem look puny and rediculous. 
But it has happened unluckily for the lofty preten- 
Hons of the uſurping order, that our merchant 
ſhips yearly viſit the Antipodes, and bring us home 
their commodities; and every ſchool-boy and miſs 
know ſufficient aſtronomy, to laugh at the igno- 
rance and pedantry that condemned the founder 
of that beautiful ſciencc, and to abhor the barba- 
rous perſecutions that embittered their days. Thoſe 
; who {ill wiſhed to uphold an almoſt expiring opi- 
nion, acknowledge that in thoſe, and every other 
inſtance in which the church departed from her 
proper province, ſhe has by groſs errors expoſed 
herſelf to deriſion. Notwithſtanding all theſe de- 
teGed miſtakes, they would piouſly believe her in- 
fallibility in ſome thing. What would they ſay of 
a governor, who ſhould be ignorant of the boun- 
darics of his own province? If the church ignore 
the limits-of its own juriſdiction, it may frequent- 
ly ſtep beyond them, and commit itſelf on matters 
which it cannot decide on with any aſſurance of 
in allibility ; ſo ſhe will come to this paſs, that be- 
ing unable to aſcertain whether ſhe adt within or 
without her proper province, ſhe cannot preciſely. 
define when her decrees are infallible or otherwiſe; - 
therefore it all comes to nothing: but enough of 
this bugbear. _ FORE LOS a: 
This leads me naturally to glance at your notion 
of liberality. Yor tell the people to beware of the 
hacknied phra'e of liberality of ſentiment. You 
proceed to tell us what liberality is, and u hat it i 
not. Liberality is not an indifference to all creeds, 
&c.You enumeraie the good effects of that diſpoſition, 
and afjert that the man who poſlefles thefe, with a 
firm attachment to his own peculiar creed, is the 
truly liberal man. And why not the man who 
bas no bigotted attachment to any ceed be libe- 
ral? Is it not much eaſter for him to be fo, than 
for the ſlave of a creed? You condemn ſuch as la- 
titrdinariaus. Latitude of ſpeculation, or freedom 
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of thought was allowed by the Goſpel; the latitu- 
dinarian in morals it condemns. The apoſtles re- 
quired no further confeſſion of faith from Philip the 
eunuch, on his being baptized, than to declare his 
belief in one God, and in Jeſus Chriſt, whom be 
had ſent. . They would not narrow, the terms of 
goſpel communion, nor throw out obſtacles to its 
propagation, and ſtumbling-blocks in the road to 
Heaven, by impoſing tedious incomprehenſible for- 
mulas, made up of dark enigmas, and abſtract qui- 
dities. The creed in thoſe days was ſhort, it breath- 
ed no curſes; the catalogue of their virtues was 
long. Now a days the caſe is reverſed; a long 
ſtring of contradictions, and unmeaning barbarous 
words, borrowed from that fchoolaſtic philoſophy 
which dcalt in conundrums and quiddines, is to be 
got by heart, and ſome luſty anatbamas are attached 
to the end of each article, to whet the bigotry of 
of the repeater, and to ſubdue his anderiaidiag; 


by alarming his fears. In vain do you ſay fucha 


man is the truly liberal. | | 
There is a poſſibility that human nature _ 
ſometimes prevail over the natural tendency of thele 
_ creeds, and this abject ſyſtem of terror in ſome 
happy ſubjects; in general it cannot be expected; 
it is not from the flave, who trembling at the ſound 
of anathama, renounces the exerciſe of his reaſon 
as a damnable fin, and zealouſly condemns all who 
do not ſubmit to the ſame mental bondage, to hell 
and the devil, that we can expect liberality of opi- 
nion. Who renounces for himſelf the right of pri- 
vate judgment, and condemns it in others; holding 
it his firſt duty, to ſwallow all the inventions of 
_ prieſtcrafi with undiſtinguiſning credulity. If the 
freedom of thought be a crime of ſo damnable a 
nature in his eyes, that he intermingles wiſhes for 
their eternal perdition in his creeds, who dare in- 
dulge it, and zealouſſy delivers to eternal torments 
all who do not ſubmit to the ſame mental flavery 
With Mimſelf; whoſe W anticipates their 


ha ; 
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future torments, as fellow-ſufferers and companions 
of devils, whom to hate will be his duty for ever. 
Muſt he not behold them even here as demons in 
embryo? a nurſery for peopling hell? and as the 
are not amenable to the clerical deſpotiſm ene 
extinguiſhes reaſon, hardens the beſt feelings, and 
convert men into raging and perſecuting fanatics; 
they will be regarded as rebels againſt God, be- 
cauſe they refuſe to rank among the ſlaves of prieſt- 
craft. How can the orthodox bigot cheriſh princi-- 
ples of benevolence or friendſhip towards perſons 
who appear to him in ſuch odious colours, ſo wor- 
thy of all hatred ? Objects of the hearty deteſtati- 
on of his ſpiritual guides, and therefore of the di- 
vine wrath, conſiſtently with his principles, if 
principles they may be called ? He cannot but wiſh 
their numbers diminiſhed by every poſſible means, 
and any means are poſſible to him, which are point- 
ed out by an authority he can neither queſtion nor 
diſobey, under pain of burning. Calumny, fraud, 
or force, when employed to promote theſe views, 
change the ethiope hue of vice, for the brightneſs 
of exalted virtue and holineſs in his eyes. Parents 
will be induced by this inſernal ſpirit of party-zeal, 
to ſtifle the voice of nature in their breaſts, and 
perſecute their offspring. The buſband will baraſs 
the wife, and the wife haraſs the huſband; from 
the mania of proſelitiſm, they will be heard to ex- 
elaim againſt the hardſhip of lying every night in 
the arms of the devil. | 
There are few among us who do not remember 
caſes in point; all Europe before the reformation, 
and France, Spain, Portugal, Italy, South Ameri- 
ca, fince that period, furniſh a ſtriking and terrible 
picture of that hberality, which flows from the or- 
thodox implicit ſubmiſſion to the dictates of an am- 
Pitious intolerant hierarchy, aſſuming infallibility % . 
to wage implacable war againſt the freedom of the 
preſs, and the free circulation of opinion in any 
ſhape, in writing, print, or converſation, conſti- 


A 
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tutes one feature of thad orthodox Hberality; 


political knowledge, it exeluded the ſciences, that 


expand and fortify the mind againſt deluſion, while 
in ſome parts it careſſed the fine arts that amuſe and 
_ enervate, while they ſwell the pomp of church ex- 


hibitions, by decoration and harmony of ſound. 
If in ſpite of thoſe numerous precautions to exclude 


every ray of philoſophy, rigorouſly enforced, ſome 


priviledged minds were enabled to ſhake off the 
ignominious fetters impoſed, and eluding the vigi- 
lance of the dragons that prohibit all acceſs to the 
golden fruit of ſcience, and ſurmounting the ram- 
parts that divided them from it, obtained a taſte. 


As ſoon as diſcovered, they became objects of un- 
relenting perſecution; religious calumny, that in- 


fernal fury, concealing daggers and poiſon under 


the cloak of charity and zeal, led the van in the 


aſſault. The accuſation of magic, of a compact 


with the devil, of hereſy, Atheiſm, &c. furniſhed 5 


topics enough for holy ſlander ; the man was ar- 


raigned, exiled, ſtript of his goods, impriſoned 


for life, tortured and burnt to death, for the hei- 
nous crime of thinking, and ſpeaking as he thought. 
Theſe are ſtrong ſpecimens of Iiberality ; but this 


was not all; theſe exploits were too moderate to 
ſatisfy the ardour of 1ntolerant zeal, it ſignalized 
its fury by the maſſacres of Thoulouſe and Haris; 


by the extermination of the Waldenſes; by the 
murder of ten millions of the human race in South 


America ; by the terrible religious wars carried on 
in Europe for creeds; by the ſarguinary cruſades; 


its genuine child the inquifition in Spain and Por- 
tugal, and the holy office in Rome, have convert- 


ed murder and robbery into acts of devotion. The 
auto da fe, which delivered the body to the flames, 


the ſoul to the devil, and the property to the crown. 


and the inquiſitors, was a religious ceremony. It 


animated the . ferocious courage of the Vendeans, 


while they warred againſt their own rights and” 


a 
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due to the man, or ſome accidental circumſta 


deareſt intereſts, with a fury as. blind as it was 

. hf 3 25 
Moſt reverend Sir, behold the liberality of your 
intolerant orthodoxy ! Here you have it in theory 
and practice, in text and comment. Councils com- 
poſed of intereſted knaves, or hot headed zealots, 
framing a dark tiſſue of myſtical unintelligible non- 
ſenſe, deſtined, like the ſpider's web, to entangle 
the weak and unwary, and make them a. prey ; 
anathamatizing councils, anathamatizing creeds, 
excluſive ſalvation, intolerant orthodoxy and pro- 
ſcriptions, perſecutions, auto da fes, maſſacres, fire, 
ſword, deſtruction; I think it is demonſtrated, @ 
priori, to the ſatisfaction of any reaſonable impar- 


rial pefſon, that theſe horrible crimes naturally 


flow from the principles in queſtion, and all hiſtory 
and experience bear evidence to the fact. You 
praiſę the practical liberality that is found united 
with an intolerant 9 So do I; for it is rather 
an extraordinary phenomenon, But the praiſe is 
es, 
and not to the ſyſtem, for the ſyſtem is ſo far foo 
having a natural tendency that way, that it leads 
to the gppohite, if its influence is not correded by 
other cauſes,” fuch as peculiar benevolence” of 
heart, or the general diffuſion. of knowledge in a 
count! 115 may tie the hands of that fury Fa- 
naticiſm. If I meet, any liberality in perſons of 
that deſcription, I muſt neceſſarily aſcribe. it to | 
ſome of the following cauſes : either that he belongs 
to the weaker party, whoſe intereſt it therefore 
muſt be to cry up toleration; or that knowledge 
generally diffuſed has ſhamed... bigotry out of the 


field; or that the perſon in queſtion is of a gentle 


* 


and benevolent temper, which will not allow him 
to act up to his opinions, This is not the only in- 


ſtance in which men 9, 895 act conſiſtently. with, 


their opinions. What would you. think of the tol-. 
Towing mode of reaſoning ? True virtue muſt be 
penerous and diſinterelted: Now the religious man 
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is influenced by the hopes and fears of cternity in 
his conduct, which is therefore mercenary, .and 
not truly virtuous. The truly virtuous man purſues 
virtue for its own ſake, ' regardleſs of the ſervile or 
ſeliiſh motives of rewards and puniſhmenis; in a 
word, the upright Atheiſt is the genuine man of 
virtue. This ſophiſtry you would probably reply 
to in much the ſame manner as I have done to your 
allertions. Having ſhewn that liberality cannot 
flow from the principles you enforce, and that it is 
hardly even compatible with them, except their 
influence be counterected by ſome extraneous and 
powerful cauſes. Let us examine what liberality 
is, and what are the genuine ſources from which it 
flows. And firſt, let us ſettle what it is not. Li- 
berality of ſentiment muſt not be confounded with 
toleration; it implies a good deal more: We tole- 
rate evils that admit no cure, while we condemn 
them. Governments tolerate many nuiſances whoſe 
removal they confider impracticable, or attended 
with inconveniences greater than tbe evils they 
would wiſh to correct; they tolerate proſtitutes, 
ſpiritous liquors, &c. yet nobody calls this liberali- 
ty of ſentiment. We bear with the infirmities and 
errors of a friend; this goes by the name of indul. 
gence or partiality, We bear with the defects of 
mankind at large; this is a branch of humanity. 
We ſometimes forgive injuries, and return good for 
evil; this deſerves the name of chriſtian charity. 
Theſe are different from the thing in queſtion; not 
oppoſition of character and conduct, but diſſerence 
of opinion is its object; when thoſe opinions are 
not ſuch as warmly intereſt the paſſions, it is the 
province of good breeding to regulate the conduct 
and converſation with regard to them. If the dif- 
ference of opinion arifes from groſs ignorance in 
one of the parties, there may be occaſion for the 
condeſcenſion of pity; as when we meet a perſon 
below the ſtandard. of common ſenſe, unable to 
comprehend the moſt ſimple, evident and univer- 
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fally received truths, that ſhould regulate behavi- 
our, morals, and conduct, in the civil, religious, 
moral capacity, &c. politeneſs, urbanity, conde- 
ſcenfion, charity, are diſplayed in the above men- 
tioned caſes. But as yet we have not touched on 
the proper object and definition of the virtue in 
queſtion. What then is the object of liberality of 
— ? It is a difference of opinion, where that 
. differepce implies no moral deficiency, that would 
claim our charity or indulgence ; no impeachment 
of the underſtanding that would claim pity. When 
185 ee, are of ſuch a nature, that men of the clear- 
eſt heads and beſt hearts may differ about them; 
(there are many problems in all the ſciences con- 
cerning which a variety of opinions are entertained 
by the learned, without any breach of politeneſs 
or friendſhip) and when thoſe opinions are connect- 
ed with things that are conceived to involve the 
beſt intereſts of humanity, preſent or future, then 
there is a demand for what you are pleaſed to call 
the hacknied liberality of ſentiment. Defirable it 
would be; that the thing were as common as the 
name. Do you think that paltry epithet hacknried 
can injure ſo deſirable a quality? You ſhould know 
that the beſt and moſt neceſlary things are the moſt 
common or hacknied; air, fire, water, food, ſleep, 
exerciſe, beef, mutton, and bread are very hack- 
nied things; I warrant nobody will quarrel with 
them for your epithet. inn 
There are three conditions therefore neceſſary 
to conſtitute the proper object of liberality; a dif- 
ference concerning opinions at once obſcure and 
deemed important; the real or ſuppoſed importance 
of the opinions will inſpire an attachment to them 
Proportioned to the value ſet on them, which may 
degenerate into animoſity againſt thoſe who deny 
or oppoſe them, unleſs the warmth of zeal be mo- 
| derated, by a conſideration of the third condition, 
that is, their obſcurity, or incomprehenſibility. 
This will be the caſe with all enlightened men, 
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who admit the rights of conſcience and private 
judgment for themſelves and others. Seeing how 
pollible it is, that men the beſt intentioned, after 
the moſt impartial and diligent examination, may 
not agree, and that great and good men are to be 
found in every ſect; the priviledge they claim of 
judging for themſelves, they will not deny to 
others; they will admit, that every one in thoſe 
matters is accountable to his Creator only for the 

exerciſe of his faculties, and is in duty bound to 
abide by the deciſion of his reaſon, until he ob- 
tain clearer evidence. This is genuine liberality, 
founded on the natural equality of mankind, and 
the acknowledged right each has to judge for him- 
ſelf; allowing no intermediate tribunal between 
God and his conſcience, agreeably to which he is 
entitled to exclaim, judge whether it be more ex- 
pedient to obey man than God 
With people of ſuch diſpoſitions, difference of 
opinion will not break in on the peace of ſociety 
or harmony of friendſhip; it will not poiſon the 
intercourſe of civilized life; it will not coufine the 
charities of humanity, the duties of friendſhip, 
the good offices of neighbourhood, and the bene- 
fits of ſociety within the narrow pale of a ſect; 
it will not amount to a conſpiracy againſt the general 
Intereſts of mankind, by appropriating to one deſ- 
cription of perſons, diſcriminated from the reſt by 
ſpeculative notions, the contingent of moral and 
phyſical ſuccour, due to ſociety at large from 
each of its members, and to each individual from 
his neighbour, without other diſtinction than the 
ties of nature, friendſhip, and ſuperior merit juſ- 
. BD 1 
218 cannot be the caſe with the ſlave of clerical 
deſpotiſm. The rights of conſcience he renounces 
for himſelf, and all mankind, as a damnable error, 
arrant rebellion againſt holy church; in his eyes 


A a difference of opinion is a crime of the worſt kind, 


and where clerical power is not baffled by other 
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ceſſary coadjutors and props of clerical power. The 


1 is prieſt was ſaid in the Old Teſtament, comedere, pec- 
1 cata popult, to eat the fins of the people. Without 
1 in and the Devil, the prieſt might go work or beg. 
But hereſy is inimical to his revenues and autho- 


= rity; his toleration of it, muſt therefore be no more 
43 than the truce of a natural enemy, who waits ſome 
| fitter moment to extinguiſh what he fears and hates. 
Can this be liberality? From ſuch liberality good 
Lord deliver us. Amen. os 
What! more Paſtoral Letters! This moment a co- 
py of his grace the Primate's Paſtoral Letter fell 
into my hands. I ſee theſe mitred gentry come 
forward one after another, to ſerve the purpoſes of 
our enemies, to diſunite the people, or lull them into 
ſubjection by the lullaby of paſſive obedience ; quos 
ego, an't pleaſe your grace, Til have at you, and 
that ſpecdily. You boaſt the antiquity of your 
church. Your opinions are not ſo old, and if they 
were, arc they the more true for being more old? 
Idolatry, Judaiſm, &c. are more ancient. You 
boaſt of adherence; conſtancy is a good quality 
duly circumllanccd ; it ſometimes becomes obſti- 
nacy, when it is not founded on reaſon and truth. 
But many kings have profeſſed it. Kings have 
been Idolaters, Mahometans, &c. The primitive 
Chriſtians exulted iu the ſcandal of the Croſs, and 
the poverty of its followers, You boaſt of num- 
bers; Mahometans are at leaſt as numerous, and 
- fire worſhippers have been more ſo. You boaſt of 


Ane 


in favourable circumſtances, | 
no general obſervation, and partial murmurs, if 
any occurred, je eafily be ſuppreſſed by autho- . 


- circle of devotion, &c. 
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that is the reſult. o 


ed free, if he were bound to condemu or _— 2 


place? Many periods are aſſignable when material 
alterations were made, and many variations have 


taken place, whole ſource cannot be ſo clearly 


pointed out. Nor ſhould this be wondered at. 
There are many inſſ itutions and diſcoveries, whoſe 
origin cannot be traced; and moreover the altera- 
tions brought about by the ruling party, may be 
conducted with ſuch addreſs, by inſenſible degrees, 

that they may attract 


rity more thak deſpotic, in a period of mental 


darkneſs, when the minds of men would be pow- 
erfully diverted by general wars, enfeebled by ig- 
norance; while the ſame words, and the ſame. 


forms remained, they might not perceive the ſub- 
ſtance was altered; and if a few did perceive the 


changes, woe betide the heretics; peſtilence, fa- 
mine, and ſuch calamities as filled the minds of 
mien with ſuperſtitious gloom, would favour inno- 


vations, ' that ſwelled the creed, or enlarged the 


I ſhall now take my leave of you, by a few brief 
remarks on your firf raph. You apprehend 
the ruin of religion, from ſome colliſion between 
old oppreſſion and new principles. Did you be- 
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lere it of divine origin, you could entertain no 
ſuch apprehenſion; your trade, indeed, might ſuf. 
er, but religion, like reaſon and truth, is imperiſh- 
able. You have becn' afflicted, ſorely grieved, on 
Being appointed biſhop; this is a pretty ſtrong 

_ tranſlation of the no/s epi ſco pari. Poor man! Hoi 
|... © Fou are to be pitied, for obtaining the object of ſo 
| many years of intrigue and longing. God grant, 
Your flock may have'no cauſe to grieve at your ap- 
Pointment. 1 ſhall now take a laſting fare wel of 
' Four reverence, and addreſs myſelf to his grace 
the primate, in a letter that will ſoon be publiſhed 
in anſwer 20 his paſtoral, 
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